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https://rid.eurocean.org/
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FCT has the mission to establish Portugal as a global reference in science, 
technology, and innovation in all scientific domains. In 2020, FCT supported 
the creation of the Blue Bioeconomy Collaborative Laboratory (B2E CoLAB), 
which is a private, non-profit association, operating at full capacity since 2020.
It aims to shape a new blue bioeconomy R&I agenda, committed to creating 
economic and social value. FCT contributed to the co-design of All-Atlantic 
Joint Activities in the six thematic Belém Statement priorities, through the
coordination of the CSA-AANChOR project; provided expertise to international 
working groups (e.g. JPI Oceans Action WG on “Underwater noise in the marine 
environment”); and participated in the European Marine Board Working 
Group on “Geohazards in the marine environment.”

GeoEcoMar successfully secured funding for the proposal “Developing Optimal 
and Open Research Support for the Black Sea”. The programme aims to bring the 
four pillars of the SRIA into reality, turning the challenges into opportunities 
for a highly valued Black Sea. Further success was achieved for the proposal 
“Advancing Black Sea Research and Innovation to Co-Develop Blue Growth 
within Resilient Ecosystems” (BRIDGE-BS), under the same topic and to whose 
development GeoEcoMar contributed as an important partner. The project will 
develop predictive tools and capabilities necessary to understand and predict 
the impacts of climate-driven and anthropogenic multi-stressors on the services 
stemming from Black Sea ecosystems. 

In 2020, Nausicaá opened its new exhibition “In the Eye of the Climate”
to raise awareness on climate change.
Under the Mr. Goodfish programme, a partnership with Auchan Retail 
France was established to empower the consumers in identifying seafood 
products from responsible and sustainable aquaculture.
2020 saw the SUMARIS project end and the Blue Living Lab kick-off.
Nausicaá kept working on the development of Ocean Literacy at European 
level as a member of the EU4Ocean coalition and its three communities, 
the EU4Ocean platform, the Youth4Ocean Forum coordinated by Nausicaá 
and the EU Network of Blue Schools.

CESAM members contributed to the study “The environmental impacts of 
plastics and micro-plastics use, waste and pollution: EU and national measures”
for the European Union, commissioned by the Policy department for Citizens’ 
Rights and Constitutional Affairs of the European Parliament. The members 
also acted as experts in the Group of Scientific Advisors that presented a report
on “Environmental and Health Risks of Microplastic Pollution” to the European 
Commission DG R&I. CESAM has also actively contributed to the ocean policy 
process by co-authoring several chapters of the second UN World Ocean 
Assessment (WOA 2), and co-leading two international working groups 
(funded by SCOR-Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research, and DOSI-
Deep-Ocean Stewardship Initiative) tasked with the design of a 10-year 
programme of deep-sea biological science under the UN Decade of Ocean 
Science for Sustainable Development.

3 1

In 2020, the French Oceanographic Fleet, operated by Ifremer, acquired a new 
robot capable of diving to a depth of 6,000 m, a truly “tailor-made” machine 
at the service of ocean sciences, “Ulyx”, a real technological breakthrough 
in the exploration of the abyss. Frédérique Le Roux, an Ifremer researcher 
in molecular microbiology won an Advanced Grant from the European 
Research Council for DYNAMIC, a project that studies phages in marine 
environments. The ICES Outstanding Achievement Award 2020 was given to 
Clara Ulrich, Ifremer Deputy Scientific Director. Finally, Ifremer joined forces 
with the German Marine Research Alliance to strengthen the sustainable 
use of the coasts, seas and oceans through research, data management and 
digitalization, infrastructure, and transfer.
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